Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership

2024
The Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership actively sought opportunity to engage not only its members and board, but the public in matters of concern and interest, in regard to the management and ownership of Minnesota’s forests.

General highlights include the below, followed by a listing of presentations held both in-person and virtually and hosted by the MFRP:

a) The Partnership participated in the monthly meetings of both the Grand Rapids Forestry Affairs and Bemidji Forestry committees to collaborate on workforce development, resource management endeavors, and policies supporting sustainable natural resources

b) MFRP completed the year in a financially sound position.

c) It continued to encourage and invite participation by the Native American community to serve on the MFRP Board of Directors. This outreach resulted in regular attendance by the American Native community in regular board meetings of the MFRP.
d) Staff worked with the Itasca Development Corporation and Department of Natural Resources to obtain both in-kind and financial support for the continued planning and execution of the Forest Stewards Program that teaches northern and central Minnesota high school students about careers in the natural resources field. Staff worked with 10 high schools and over 250 students to engage and interest them in natural resources careers.

e) The Partnership engaged in thee “Forest Friendly Brewery” project that educates staff of small craft breweries on the connection between forest management and clean waters. It assisted in the giveaway of 1,200 white pine seedlings during an Arbor Day celebration. Because of interest in the program, a formal and expanded F2T Committee has been formed to assist with the program.
f) The board elected a new chair, representing Cass County; and a new vice chair, representing Aitkin County.
g) The board held two successful field days: one related to the influx of the emerald ash borer in northern forests; and visit to the national project, “SPRUCE” in the northern Itasca County area.
h) The board hosted a panel discussion pertaining to the illegal harvesting of holiday greens from northern forests in the state. The discussion has led to cooperative steps among agencies to address the problem.
The  MFRP hosted programs on a variety of forest ownership and management interests including:

Focus on Emerald Ash Borer:

• Andrea Scholer, USDA FS State and Private, Forest Entomologist:

EAB in black ash; what we know and don’t know; what we see on site

• Rachael Dube, MN DNR Northwest Region, Forest Health Specialist:
State silviculture guidelines; EAB invasion history in MN; policy updates/quarantine overview; education and outreach

• Doug Putt, USDA FS Chippewa NF, Environmental Planner:

Planning action management goals

• Matt Nykanen, USDA FS Chippewa NF, Timber Sale Administrator:

Harvesting methodology and subsequent site treatments

• Eric Taylor, USDA FS Chippewa NF, Forest Silviculturist: Silviculture opportunities

Field trip to national project: SPRUCE

• SPRUCE site visit

•  Visit Watershed/Peatland Study Sites 

Minnesota Holiday ‘Greens’ industry:

• Scott Burns, Minnesota DNR Utilization and Marketing Program Coordinator: The Industry

• Blandin Forest Ecologist Sawyer Scherer, Itasca County Land Commissioner Kory Cease, DNR Conservation Officer Thomas Sutherland, Invited: Holiday greens harvester/purchaser, Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Association: The Issues
• David Wilson, PhD, Minnesota Forest Resources Council Applied Forest Scientist, MFRC Executive Director Eric Schenck: Minnesota’s Forest Carbon Report and Dashboard:

